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News Briefs:

e  Former PM Ehud
Barak ousts Labor
Chairman Amir
Peretz, retaking
control of the party.

e  Member of Knesset
and Vice Premier
Shimon Peres is
elected President
of Israel.

e  Rockets continue
to hit S’derot, while
the Israeli Air Force
targeted rocket-
launching sites. PM
Olmert confesses
there is no easy
solution to the
problem, but prom-
ises that Israel will
persevere.

e The Lebanese Army
and militants clash
in a Palestinian
refugee camp in
Lebanon as the
government tries to
reassert control
over the country.
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Civil War in the Territories

e After several weeks of me-
dium- to high-intensity fight-
ing, Hamas moved quickly to
consolidate control of the
Gaza Strip. In lightning ma-
neuvers, Hamas forces over-
ran Fatah positions in the
territory.

e  Hamas leaders have promised
the creation of a new “Islamic
Republic,” raising concerns
of religiously moderate Pales-

tinians.

e  Palestinian Authority Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas for-
mally dissolved the govern-
ment, though Prime Minister
Ismail Haniyah, of Hamas,
rejected the decree. Thus, the

government has fractured,
leaving Gaza under one au-
thority and the West Bank
under another.

Hamas’s actions were harshly
criticized by the Arab League.
Members, most prominently
Egypt, “[have] tried -- in fact,
tried hard -- to bring the par-
ties together,” according to
the organization’s Secretary-
General, Amr Moussa.

Israeli and US diplomats
reaffirmed that they are not
willing to negotiate with
Hamas, which they classify as
a terrorist organization. The
US continues to support
Abbas’s Fatah party.

USY Israel Summer Programs

®  “Classic” Israel Pilgrimage
(IP): Spend three weeks explor-
ing Jerusalem and the Judean
hills and the other three travers-
ing the country. This trip is a
complete introduction to the

state of Israel.

e  Eastern Europe/IP: Explore
Eastern Europe and commemo-
rate the Jewish community that

once prospered there. Then
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immerse yourself in the largest

Jewish community through IP.

Poland Seminar/IP: Commemo-
rate the Jewish presence in
Poland, then jump into the
famous IP.

Spain/IP: Learn about
Sephardic Judaism, then experi-

ence IP at its very best.

Visit usy.org for more info.

Get More Info

Do you find yourself craving more
news about Israel? Look no further,
since Isracl HighWay is for you!
With sections featuring Sports,
American Relations, Activism,
Entertainment, Opinion and Myth
& Facts, Israel HighWay has some-
thing for everyone. This weekly
email publication is a production of
the Conference of Presidents of
Major American Jewish Organiza-
tions, funded by The AVI CHAI
Foundation and prepared by the
Jerusalem Center for Public Af-
fairs. Students and educators act as
advisors and submit content.

israclhighway.org

UK Boycott
Escalates

e A boycott led by British activ-
ists, some of whom are Jew-
ish, expanded from a merely
goods-based sanction to an
academic boycott. The Uni-
versity and College Union
implemented the academic
boycott against Israel last
week.

e  Israeli politicians proposed a
counter-boycott, an idea
which has found support
across the political spectrum.



